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CONTROVERSIAL EDUCATION TECHNIQUE TO BE DISCUSSED AT UM
MISSOULA—
A controversial teaching philosophy will come under fire Thursday, March 9, at a free
public forum at The University of Montana-Missoula.
The forum, scheduled from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Urey Lecture Hall, will look at OutcomesBased Education, a curriculum-design process that involves "defining outcomes students should be
able to demonstrate as a result of instruction," said Karen Sides-Gonzales, director of the UM-based
Academy for Curriculum Leadership and Technology, the forum's sponsor.
Featured speakers are High Success Network Director William Spady, who is considered the
"father" of OBE, and Steven Kossor, national spokesperson for the Parent’s Commission, a
conservative group opposed to the use of OBE in public schools.
The philosophy has become the focus of criticism and concern on the part of some parents
and community members across the nation, Sides-Gonzales said.
"It gets people really riled up," she said. "There are some very powerful groups of people in
opposition to it. It usually has something to do with values."
Opponents of the strategy argue that it’s the responsibility of the family, not the schools, to
teach values, said Sides-Gonzales. Another point of contention is whether state or federal
governments would control what would be taught under an OBE system.
The controversy of the philosophy was what interested ACLT in sponsoring the forum,
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Sides-Gonzales said. "It’s a teaching and learning strategy that’s getting a lot of attention," she
said.
The Thursday night forum is part of the Montana Association for Supervision and
Curriculum Development conference to be held in Missoula March 9 and 10. Sides-Gonzales said
400 to 600 educators from across the state will be in town for the conference.
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